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Neptune
Ad Production Management System

What is Work�ow Management Software?
WorkKow management software has become an essential
ingredient in almost every publishing organisation that manages
content for it’s digital and print publications. The larger the
publication the greater the need to be able to track the location
and status of every Jle in use and to remove those Jles not
currently required.

As the majority of print and web documents are made up of
several elements - text, headings, photographs, logos, line art - a
software solution that not only knows where each of these
various components are in the system, but also knows their
statuses - in progress, complete, not started - and can even
deliver them to the workstation for assembly or manipulation, is a
key ingredient in making a design studio, creative/production
department reach new levels of productivity.

The core of the Neptune system is the workKow manager, which
is a highly conJgurable production management and control
system for publishing applications. It runs on a central server
and interfaces to some or all of the workstations on a network. It
may be conJgured to manage and control a single aspect of
production such as advertisement creation or picture processing,
or the complete pre-press process including page assembly.
WorkKow Manager operates in two areas: Jle management and
production management.

File Management:
The system manages the physical movement of Jles, and can
provide for:

•The automatic purging of Jles from the system
•The automatic delivery of relevant Jles to users and to
applications when they are needed

•The archive and retrieval of Jles to and from on-line storage
facilities

Product specifications are frequently updated; thus content and examples are for general information only and are subject to change without notice.

The Neptune WorkKow Management System provides complete management and tracking of workKow for all
elements of any job, be it creation of digital media advertisements, print advertisements, documents, books or content
designed for a variety of media. With a powerful SQL database at its heart, Neptune manages the storage of all Jles
and tracks these Jles through the workKow.

Neptune has been designed around client server architecture, with the database and server functions running on the
central Windows Server unit. Users access the system through simple client applications, running on either Mac or
PC. Interaction between Neptune and the workstation application is seamless.
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Production Management:
The production management resource of the WorkKow Manager
centre around the system’s ability to gather status information
pertinent to every Jle in production. The status information can
also be interpreted into a display format, providing the ability to
view, for example, the state of readiness of an entire publication.
Statistical data generated by the system can also be utilised in
management reports - highlighting production bottlenecks and
problem areas. The Neptune WorkKow Manager uses an SQL
relational database - a high performance database, essential for
this type of demanding application.

Neptune Client
For workstations on the network, a Neptune Client provides
users with access to the database and allows them to Jnd the
Jles they need. The client, available for both OSX and Windows
operating systems, is available either as a general-purpose
application or can be speciJcally tailored to work only with
certain system functions. Links with non-digital stages of the
workKow can be provided by the inclusion of customisable
barcoded worksheets and barcode scanners. When the work
reaches a non-digital stage the operator can scan the relevant
bar code and this information is registered in the Neptune
database. This would then provide the production department
with accurate information as to the status of job in the workKow.

The Client is a standalone Java application, so the same version
works on a Mac or a PC. It is loaded separately from any
makeup application and is used to deliver all the Jles that are
used in a particular advertisement. It works with all the latest
desktop applications – Adobe InDesign, Flash, QuarkXpress,
PhotoShop and many more.

Different security logins control what the user is allowed to see or
do. A normal graphics’ designer for instance would not be
allowed to delete or archive ads, this would normally only be
done by a supervisor.

The facilities to search for ad or ads are extremely versatile and
powerful. To simplify the task, pre-programmed searches can be
set up, or the user may save favourite searches for quick access.

Neptune Browser Client
The Neptune Intranet Server is an option for the WorkKow
Manager to enable Intranet access to the management system
and its database. The Server supports any build of Neptune
database and provides seamless connection to the database
and uploads the browser application as required. The Neptune
Browser Client is a java-based application which allows users to
browse to protected areas of the database to view information

and to access Jles.

Neptune Functionality
Output Flight Checking:
The system can be integrated with PostScript Kight checking
software, and show the appropriate status of the result.

Thumbnail Generator:
A high quality thumbnail is automatically generated for all
artwork on the system. This enables libraries to be browsed
rapidly.

Browser Client:
This management/sales tool running on the company intranet,
can perform all Neptune Client functions except the creation and
amendment of ads.

Ad Booking System:
Neptune has been designed to fully integrate with most advert
booking systems. Generic two-way interfaces ensure the
appropriate information is received into the Neptune system to
facilitate the workKow process. Information can be returned to
the advert booking system as required.

External Event Log Advent:
This option allows ads which are not created under the control of
the Neptune Client to have the status changed by other
applications.

Internet Ad Approval:
This optional module allows ads to be viewed on the internet and
the content approved or instructions given to the production
department for any changes required.

Data Store:
The data store holds the adverts and all the elements that are
used to create them. It also holds the thumbnails.

Archive Data:
This is used to hold archived ads on the chosen disk storage.

Barcode Status Change:
Status changes can be made to an ad using the Barcode reader.
This speeds up repetitive tasks such as copy in etc.

Mac/PC Client:
A Client can be run on PC or Mac. Since the
software is written in Java, the same revision level
of software is used on both platforms and
therefore any upgrades or enhancements are
released at the same time.

Acrobat Distiller:
PDF Jles can automatically be created at different
stages of the workKow. They can be used for
prooJng purposes and to preview the Jnished
ads.

Optional Report Generator:
Reports can be generated using standard
programs such as Crystal Reports.

Artwork Input Spoolers:
There are six different input spoolers which are
used when artwork enters the system. The six
spoolers allow the artwork to be categorised in
different ways dependant on their use.

Camera Ready Artwork:
Completed customer artwork can be preKight checked before
input to Neptune. If there is a problem with the Jle it will be
rejected and the appropriate status is shown on Neptune.

Completed Ad Store:
The folder structure will vary dependent on customer
requirements. They can be stored as publications, by date, by
classiJcation or completed ads can be stored in just one folder.
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Neptune Internet Ad Approval
Neptune Internet Ad Approval allows customers to access their
ads for prooJng and approval purposes using the Internet. It can
also be used to view thumbnails of completed ads held in the
database. The user login controls the areas of Neptune where
access is allowed.

Full Acrobat support allows users to request copies of
documents in PDF format, which the Client will automatically
display. Users may annotate or print the document before
sending it back to the database. A limited number of statuses
may be changed and notes perhaps containing instructions for
the production department. An Internet user will not be allowed
to directly control the insertion of an ad in a publication, and
speciJcally will not be allowed to destroy or modify any item held
on Neptune.

Neptune Administrators Tool
The Neptune Administrators Tool is a very powerful utility and
obviates the need for special customer scripts. It carries out the
following functions:

• Customising the system at installation
• Adding and editing system statuses
• Set-up and control of archiving
• Administrating users and groups
• Setting up group searches
• Controlling security
• Customising the client

Typical Newspaper Work#ow
• Neptune takes a feed from an advert booking system. This
feed contains the details of the ad including size, customer
details, classiJcation, and insertion dates

• Once the booking is received an entry is created in the
database for the ad. The normal initial status of the ad will be
‘booked’

• Artwork of various kinds can be input for use by the ad.
There is a customisable area for standing artwork; this
will normally consist of logos and customer artwork

• The ad can be created using any standard program such
as QuarkXpress, Freehand or InDesign etc. Each stage of
the production process is tracked and all the time spent
working on the ad is recorded in the database

• When the ad is complete the status is set to ‘Ready’ and
the ad is saved to a customised folder structure

• Optionally Acrobat PDF Jles can be created
automatically

• A comprehensive archiving facility is available to save the
completed adverts

System Bene"ts
• Works with any application used to create ads
• Ensures that the correct sized ad is created
• Gives an up-to-the minute status of every ad on the system
• Prevents the wrong version of an ad appearing in a
publication

• SimpliJes archiving and restoration of ads
• Lifts of expired ads are simple to reinstate
• The client can be customised and optimised on site
• Powerful search facilities
• Option to link to the Internet for viewing and approving ads

Addendum: Neptune Release 5 System
Enhancements
• Supported by the latest run time environments on the PC and
Mac platforms

• Faster operation, keyboard short cuts -including cursor
up/down and page up/down etc. A later release will enable the
screen contents to be printed

• If a user resizes the display columns the width of the columns
is saved in the user’s login database, so the next time the
program is loaded the column widths will be set to the latest
user settings

• The client allows multiple ads to be selected and have the
status changed at one time

• Advert statuses can be sorted in alphabetical sequence
• The library tab has a user sizeable thumbnail preview
• The thumbnail library shows a larger preview
• Neptune can now email PDFs and/or messages when an
advert reaches a given status in the workKow. The emailing
option can also be used to send a message without an
attachment. This could possibly be used by the production
department to inform a salesperson that an ad is ready for
approval by the customer

• Fast edit button, allows the user to do a quick change of
status only

• The Ad Approval client now logs all events in the adverts audit
trail

• PDF workKow removes EPS Jles when advert status is ready
• The on-line adverts cache holds onto PDF Jles waiting for a
corresponding booking to arrive from the advert booking
system

• Lift history, ability to track a series of lifts from the original
booking

• Ad Approval browser auto publish facility
• Ad Approval edit advert facility

Page 3

www.ipasystems.co.uk

Search criteria


